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PROBLEM: Barriers to Education in Conflict-Affected Countries

Russia or the Russian Federation,[c] is a transcontinental country spanning Eastern Europe and Northern Asia. It is the largest country in the world by area, covering over 17,125,191 square kilometers (6,612,073 sq mi), and encompassing one-eighth of Earth's inhabitable landmass. Russia extends across eleven time zones and borders sixteen sovereign nations, the most of any country in the world.[d] It is the ninth-most populous country and the most populous country in Europe, with a population of 145.5 million. The country's capital and largest city are Moscow, the largest city entirely in Europe. Saint Petersburg is Russia's cultural center and second-largest city. Other major urban areas include Novosibirsk, Yekaterinburg, Nizhny Novgorod, and Kazan. 
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Exposure to conflict affects children in several ways, ranging from direct killings and injuries to more subtle, yet persistent and irreversible effects on schooling, health, nutrition, future opportunities, and well–being. Children’s educational attainment is particularly compromised by exposure to violence. Conflict-affected countries include over 20% of all children of primary school age and half of these children are out of school. Only 65% of children in these countries attend the last primary school grade. One in four of the world’s school-age children - more than 500 million - lives in countries affected by humanitarian crises such as conflicts, natural disasters, and disease outbreaks. About 75 million children are either already missing out on their education, receiving poor quality schooling, or are at risk of dropping out of school altogether.

Organizations from around the world are engaged in providing children with safe spaces to learn. In 2016, UNICEF reached 11.7 million children in emergencies. Efforts included providing formal and non-formal learning opportunities and materials, teacher training, and offering life skills classes. UNICEF alone reaches 45% of children in need of education services in emergencies.
