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[bookmark: _GoBack]The Republic of South Africa is a country defined by its rich cultural diversity, complex history, and strong commitment to democratic principles. It is located at the southernmost tip of the African continent and is an active, influential member of the United Nations. Since the dawn of democracy in 1994, South Africa has gone all out to address the structural legacy of racial discrimination, including broad socio-economic inequality and racial division. These deep-rooted societal issues directly influence the nation's education system and health services, manifesting severely in the form of school-based bullying and violence, which threaten the constitutional right of every child to a safe learning environment.

The Delegation of South Africa stand firm that bullying and violence constitute a severe global threat, which over affects vulnerable children. In South Africa, this violence is inevitably linked to underlying structural factors, making it a matter of social justice rather than mere discipline. Additionally, historical racial tensions and constant poverty fuel violence within schools. Hence South Africa has taken comprehensive steps at the national level to address these issues. According to The South African Schools Act (SASA), No. 84 of 1996, safe learning environment must be provided by School Governing Bodies. Additionally, South Africa performs a national strategy to prevent violence and any attempt of it which focuses on expanding trauma care and guidance services to indicate the psychosocial roots of aggressiveness. 

The Republic of South Africa believes that the United Nations Children's Fund (UNICEF) must prioritize multi-stakeholder and structural solutions to prevent school violence. The Committee must recognize that punitive measures alone are insufficient. Therefore, South Africa proposes that the UN should focus on: Increasing international development aid specifically directed at mitigating the poverty and inequality that fuel school violence in developing nations. Establish a robust UN mechanism for sharing best practices on trauma-informed educational methods, conflict resolution training, and bias training with school personnel globally. Promote the creation of consistent international standards for the collection of disaggregated bullying and violence data to ensure that evidence-based policy development is universally supported and make a consultant for schools that children can easily talk and report about bullying. The Republic of South Africa is committed to collaborating with all Member States to achieve the goal of ensuring a violence-free, respectful learning environment for all children.
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