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Agenda Item: Tackling Youth Unemployment and Promoting Sustainable Economic Growth
   
Youth unemployment plays a crucial role in the economic growth of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). Despite having many resources like mineral reserves and fertile land space, Democratic Republic of Congo struggles with youth unemployment. Having one of the youngest populations on earth; the youth unemployment rates are stated as 20-30%, meanwhile the underemployment is over 60%. Suffering from political instability, dependent resource control and gender inequality, Democratic Republic of Congo is bound to take action about such matters. While barely contributing to the climate change with a rate of roughly 0.01%, we are one of the main countries that pay the price of climate change and its economical results; having the second biggest rainforest in the world. With rural population affected the most, farms and income sources are getting damaged as an outcome. The economic gap widens, making taking action a necessity. 
Recognizing such matters, Democratic Republic of Congo has taken actions and strategies about reducing youth unemployment and promoting sustainable economic growth thorough education and entrepreneurship. The Vocational Training Modernization Project has also been supported by the French Development Agency (AFD); revolving around training centers and aims to educate youth population in alignment with labor market needs and to provide female inclusion. AFD has the infrastructure to train around 1.000- 1.500 teenagers every year, implementing a competency based approach for in-demand jobs. The World Bank’s Social Protection for Economic Empowerment Project (STEP) focuses on entrepreneurship, aiming to help young people start small enterprises; hence, taking steps on and about economic growth. Alongside, DRC has newly constructed an arrangement with the International Monetary Fund (IMF) under its Resilience and Sustainability Facility (RSF), about sustainable economy. The arrangement addresses supporting the transition to a renewable, carbon free future while strengthening resilience to climate shocks and its effects on youth unemployment issues.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Regarding the struggles with youth unemployment, Democratic Republic of Congo proposes regional and international cooperation. We remain highly committed to work together with African Union members and UN agencies on securing job opportunities, ensuring inclusive development and supporting economic prosperity. DRC is also determined to promote investment in green industries, agriculture, and manufacturing. Our goal is to reduce dependency and create long-term employment. The DRC is committed to improving education in order to encourage the youth population and equip them with practical skills, such as mining and renewable energy as well. Moreover, we are focusing on integrating young women into the workforce to create an equal contribution. 
As a conclusion, we, as Democratic Republic of Congo are dedicated to create a better future for the youth, while also keeping our country and world a green, sustainable and supported environment. We are adamant on taking action about building a prosperous future and contributing to global environmental management.
image1.jpeg




