
[image: ]Committee: UNWOMEN                                                                                                                                                                                             Country: Qatar                                                                                                                 Qatar is a peninsula in the east of Arabia, bordering the Persian Gulf and Saudi Arabia, in a strategic location near major petroleum deposits. Qatar occupies 11,437 km2 (4,416 sq mi) on a peninsula that extends approximately to 160 km north into the Persian Gulf from the Arabian Peninsula. Qatar has been ruled as a hereditary monarchy by the House of Thani since Mohammed bin Thani signed an agreement with Britain in 1868 that recognised its separate status. Following Ottoman rule, Qatar became a British protectorate in 1916 and gained independence in 1971.         
Agenda Item: Protecting Women in the Age of Digital Abuse: Regulating AI, Deepfakes, and Online Gender-Based Violence.
With the development and spread of social media and new communication technologies, all issues related to humanity have found their place in the digital environment. Due to reasons such as the anonymity provided by the digital environment, the ability to have multiple accounts at the same time, the use of nicknames, the removal of distance and boundaries, the ability to reach everyone and access information, lack of control, and insufficient legal applications, harassment and violence, especially against women, have taken on a new dimension and found their place in our lives digitally.
Violence against women arises based on gender, encompassing the subjection of women to physical, emotional, cultural, economic, and sexual practices without their consent, harm to their physical integrity, and deprivation of their freedom. 
 Artificial intelligence regulations are quite uneven around the world. -Qatar is one of the key countries investing in and supporting these regulations.- Between 2016 and 2023, 32 countries enacted a total of 148 AI-related bills into law, up from only a handful of countries with any AI regulation a decade ago. AI regulation is strongest in the US and EU, while many African and Asian countries still have very limited AI laws.The data underscore an urgent need for shared international standards that explicitly address deepfakes and other high-risk AI applications in both national and cross-border contexts.
In its Declaration on the Prevention of Violence Against Women in 1933, the United Nations General Assembly defined violence against women as “any act of gender-based violence that results in, or is likely to result in, physical, sexual, or psychological harm or suffering to women, whether in public or private life, including threats of such acts, coercion, or arbitrary deprivation of liberty.”
 While recognizing the opportunities that the digital sphere offers women, Qatar also acknowledges that digital threats such as cyberbullying, deepfake, online harassment, blackmail, and privacy violations significantly impact women's safety, dignity, and presence in society. Qatar has demonstrated its commitment to digital security by becoming a party to the United Nations Convention on Cybercrime. It has established a legal basis for the protection of individuals' privacy. It has organized panels and workshops with the National Human Rights Committee on the risks women face in the digital environment and the mechanisms for their protection. Qatar views the protection of women from problems they encounter in the digital sphere as part of human rights and bases these views on global norms. Qatar makes significant investments in artificial intelligence but, at the same time, does not neglect the ethics of AI use, women's place in social life, their dignity, values, and rights. 
Qatar supports the regulation of artificial intelligence, aiming to prevent the misuse of AI against women and to ensure that emerging technologies are developed in accordance with ethical and human rights standards. Qatar also believes that digital freedom must be balanced with online safety for women. Therefore, Qatar calls for strengthened international cooperation between technology companies, member states, and the United Nations committee to combat gender-based digital violence and create a safer digital environment.
 The UN Convention on Cybercrime, which Qatar is also a party to, emphasizes that digital crimes, online harassment, international cooperation, and the protection of personal data constitute international crimes. In other words, violence in the digital environment is as serious as violence in real life, and states must take measures against it through cooperation.
In conclusion, Qatar reaffirms its commitment to protecting women from digital abuse and promoting ethical technological development. Qatar believes that in order to minimize the harm caused by artificial intelligence, the ethics of AI usage must be more comprehensive, and that this can be strengthened through international cooperation.  Qatar calls upon all Member States to strengthen cooperation, support victims, and ensure that digital spaces remain safe, respectful, and inclusive for women and girls.    
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