Country: Federal Republic of Germany
Committee: UN Women
Agenda Item :  Strengthening protections around women's fundamental rights in the MENA region
The Federal Republic of Germany believes that the protection and promotion of women’s fundamental rights are essential to sustain development and social stability in a region. However in the Middle East, things are different andGermany is committed to address these challenges through international cooperation, the promotion of gender equality, and the full implementation of international human rights frameworks.
Germany is deeply concerned by persistent gender inequality in parts of the MENA region, particularly in places where there is political unstability. Unequal legal frameworks, harmful traditional practices, and insufficient protection from violence are the most common examples of the lack of the women rights. Despite progress in some states, many women still lack access to justice, equal employment opportunities, and freedom from discrimination. Germany stresses that instability, conflict, and humanitarian crises in the region disproportionately affect women and girls, increasing their vulnerability to exploitation, forced displacement, and abuse. Germany so far has adopted a feminist foreign policy framework, which aims to place women’s right and gender equality at the center of its external relations. Ensuring that the rights, resources, and representation of women are strengthened globally, including security and development efforts. Germany partners with UN Women and other multilateral institutions to support women’s meaningful participation in peacebuilding and security dialogues in MENA countries, including tools like apps and platforms aimed at empowering women.
Germany underlines the importance of existing international frameworks such as the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW) and the Sustainable Development Goal 5: Gender Equality. Germany encourages all states to fully implement and report on these commitments.
Germany advocates for a comprehensive, cooperative approach that respects national sovereignty while advancing international human rights standards. Proposals include:
Supporting legal reforms that guarantee equal rights for women under national constitutions, including protections against gender-based violence.
Expanding education and economic empowerment programs for women and girls, with a focus on access to quality education and financial independence.	
Strengthening the role of civil society organizations, particularly local women-led initiatives, through funding, capacity-building, and protection.

