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The delegation of France recognizes that gender equality is not only a women’s issue but also a fundamental human rights and development priority, as highlighted in the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW). In the MENA region, women and girls continue to face legal, social, and economic challenges that limit their full participation in society, particularly among marginalized and conflict-affected communities. France emphasizes that protecting women’s fundamental rights is essential for sustainable development, regional stability, and the advancement of human dignity, and aligns with the United Nations Sustainable Development Goal 5 on gender equality.

Consequently, these challenges affect families, governments, and the region’s overall social and economic development, with implications for France through regional instability, economic disparities, migration pressures, and social tensions. France believes that international cooperation, guided by UN Women’s mandate to promote gender equality, is crucial to addressing these issues effectively, and urges countries to implement inclusive policies that prioritize women’s rights.

In response, France has actively supported UN Women and other international initiatives by funding programs that enhance women’s education, economic empowerment, and political participation, while advocating for legal reforms and regional cooperation in partnership with local governments. France is committed, in cooperation with UN Women, to strengthening protections for women’s fundamental rights through legal reform, education, and regional initiatives in order to promote peaceful, prosperous, and resilient societies.

[bookmark: _GoBack]To achieve these goals, France proposes supporting the implementation of comprehensive legal frameworks that protect women from discrimination and gender-based violence, expanding access to quality education and vocational training for girls and women in vulnerable communities, and promoting economic empowerment through targeted programs that facilitate women’s entrepreneurship, employment, and financial inclusion. France also encourages member states in the MENA region to actively collaborate with UN Women and other international partners to share best practices, strengthen institutional capacities, and ensure that progress in women’s rights is sustainable, inclusive, and measurable. Furthermore, France supports monitoring and evaluation mechanisms to assess the impact of these initiatives and to promote accountability at national and regional levels.
