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Agenda Item: Addressing Illict Trafficking and Protection of Cultural Property
Switzerland recognizes that protecting cultural property is not just one state's duty, but a responsibility shared by all of humanity. Illicit trafficking is a significant issue that harms cultural identity and international trust. That's why Switzerland strongly supports preventing this issue under the framework of UNESCO.
Cultural property includes archaeological artifacts, religious objects, cultural artifacts, and historical documents that make up humanity's common memory. However, cultural property remains exposed to illicit trafficking as a result of wars, lacking legal regulations, and high market demand. Switzerland defends the idea that these conventions should be strengthened and continue to be carried out.
As a State Party to the 1970 UNESCO Convention, Switzerland has taken measures to prevent the illicit import, export, and transfer of ownership of cultural property. Furthermore, the 2005 Federal Act on the International Transfer of Cultural Property came into force, leading to changes in comprehensive regulations at the national level. Switzerland encourages international cooperation in developing ethical standards in the art market and verifying the origin of works.
Switzerland defends the idea that cultural property is not just one state's property, but humanity's property. That's why source states, transit states,  and market states should support a development approach based on shared responsibility. Moreover, it highlights the necessity of monitoring online sales in the digital age and imposing stricter obligations on collectors.
Switzerland illicit import, export and transfer of ownership of cultural property effective in addressing measures believes it should be taken. Within this context, international cooperation will be strengthened through information sharing between countries and joint operations. This includes the establishment of extensive national databases for the ratification and implementation of international formats, including the 1970 UNESCO Convention and the 1995 UNIDROIT Convention; liberalization of border control mechanisms and provision of training for customs officers; stricter obligations for art dealers, auction houses, and collectors; effective regulation of online sales in the digital age; and raising awareness of cultural
Switzerland believes that protecting cultural heritage is a responsibility not only to the past but also to those who come after us. Therefore, it is emphasized that international cooperation, effective legal frameworks, and public awareness are important in combating the illicit trade in cultural assets. Switzerland invites all member states to assume this common responsibility and adopt concrete measures aimed at safeguarding cultural heritage.
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