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Agenda Item 1: Combating Violence Against Women Online and Strengthening Digital Security
Kenya emphasizes that gender-based digital violence against women and girls is unacceptable. The Kenya government has made it its mission to ensure gender equality, respecting the rights and dignity of every woman and girl. Information and communication technologies should not be used to bully, humiliate, silence, or prevent any woman or girl from working.
In a UNFPA-supported study conducted at three higher education institutions in our capital city Nairobi, it was determined that technology-facilitated gender-based violence disproportionately targets female students. It was found that 64.4% of female students have been exposed to at least one type of digital violence. It was reported that women are the primary targets of sexually explicit attacks, particularly online defamation, discrediting, and non-consensual pornography. This situation is regulated as a crime in Article 37 of the “Misuse of Computers and Cybercrimes” law of 2018 in our country. Kenya is ready to cooperate with all partners to protect women from gender-based digital violence and create a safer digital environment for the whole community. While protecting our women and girls from gender-based digital violence, we must also ensure that freedom of expression in our society is not hindered. To this end, we recognized that Kenya's "Computer Misuse and Cybercrime (Amendments) Act 2025" risked criminalizing legitimate online expression, and we made the necessary amendments on October 15, 2025, to prevent this risk. 
We have enacted laws addressing gender-based digital crimes and the protection of personal information. We will strengthen the enforcement of these laws. We support the development of safe, straightforward reporting systems for victims of gender-based violence, enhancing the capabilities of law enforcement, and faster cooperation with online companies to remove harmful content. Furthermore, we support raising public awareness of online safety and respect and collecting better data to ensure our actions are evidence-based.
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