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Committee: The United Nations Programme for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UNWOMEN)
Country: Finland
Agenda Item: Strengthening protections around women’s fundamental rights in the MENA region

     Finland is a European country that is located in the North of Europe. Finland’s neighbors are Norway and Sweden. It spans an area of 338.424 square kilometers and the population is an estimated of 5.6 million. Helsinki is the capital and most crowded city of Finland. This city has nicknames such as “Daughter of the Baltic” or “White City of the North”. The official languages are Swedish and Finnish also 64.2% of the population are Christians. Finland is known for being the happiest country, their sauna culture and their Christmas season. Their cuisine has a lot of seafood dishes considering that it borders many lakes, almost 180.000. Lastly, Finns are mostly described as reserved, honest, punctual and loyal. 

     Since Finland is a country ran by women, a lot of people tend to assume that women rights were always assured even in the 18’s. Actually, women in Finland were only acknowledged starting from the 19’s. The development was fast and urgent considering that women suffered almost every day. Finland was the first country to give both the right to vote and stand for an election for women. Only a year later, 19 women were already candidates for elections.
[bookmark: _GoBack]     In 1926, Miina Sillanpää, a former maid became the first female Government Minister (Assistant Minister for Social Affairs). In 1929, equality between men and women in marriages was established which meant that women could own property in their names. In 1972, The Council for Gender Equality was founded and in 1973, high-quality and affordable public child care was formalized so women can work full-time and also raise a family. Because abortion was given as an option to women starting from 2023.  When the 21st century started women were actually getting selected in the elections. The first one was Tarja Halonen and ever since then women were creating the majority of executive establishments. Aside from these establishments Finland has been the first to establish new laws and rights for women’s safety many times. Right now, Finland focuses on problems such as the gender pay gap, violence against women. But there is also the problem that migrant women face discrimination and gender-based violence. 
    As the delegation of Finland, we believe that as a country that reassures women their rights we believe that women in the MENA region also deserve to have access to those rights. The Middle Eastern women’s rights are restrained because of the policies and the traditional wife idea but in North Africa the reason is colonial. That’s why we believe that we should focus on these problems. How can we get the “Traditional Wife/Girl” idea to weaken? We are willing to support all other delegates ideas and find the best solution to fasten the process of women having access to their main rights. 
image1.png




image2.jpg




