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Agenda Item: Addressing Illicit Trafficking and Protection of Cultural Property

	Brazil is the largest country located in South America and has a long history and cultural traditions. The Brazilian people include many Indigenous tribes, Africans, and European people that settled in Brazil after the arrival of European explorers. Brazil is home to many museums, cultural events and festivals, and memorials to historical figures and events. Brazil is a member state of both UNESCO and the United Nations. Both organizations collaborate to ensure that Brazil's Cultural Heritage is preserved for generations to come. Culture is an important part of Brazil's National Identity, just like Education, Government, Health Care, International Business, and Non-Governmental Organisations.
	For Brazil, cultural property is not only the past of the nation but also the identity. Illegal trade in cultural property hurts not only national culture but also global culture. As a nation with a rich and historical heritage, Brazil takes the protection of cultural property very seriously. Brazil is among the signatories of major international agreements, including the 1970 UNESCO Convention, which is aimed at preventing the trade of cultural objects in an illegal manner. Brazil is taking steps to protect its cultural heritage by working with customs officials, police, and museums to prevent the illegal export of artifacts. But, Brazil acknowledges that illegal trafficking remains a worldwide issue. It is difficult for developing countries to solve the problem since they lack enough resources to protect archaeological sites and museums. Illicit trafficking of cultural property isn’t just a legal headache, it chips away at our history and shared identity. When someone steals cultural objects, or trades them, entire nations and communities lose pieces of themselves that they can’t get back. The problem keeps growing, too. Weak borders security, not enough resources, and the explosion of online marketplaces make it even harder to keep cultural heritage safe. To really solve this, UNESCO Member States need to step up with solid laws, work together across borders, and actually enforce the rules. That’s how you protect what matters.
	Brazil suggests stronger cooperation between countries to stop illegal trade of cultural property. Countries should use UNESCO and INTERPOL databases to find and return stolen cultural objects. Brazil also supports training police, customs officers, and cybercrime units to check borders and control online markets. Regional training programs and joint teams can help countries share information faster and better protect cultural heritage.
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