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AI is a powerful tool that can easily be misused. And with the rapid development of AI and digital technologies, online gender-based violence has emerged as a serious global problem all around the world. AI-powered tools such as deepfakes have been used to create non-consensual, overly sexualized content, harassment, blackmail, and reputational harm targeting women and girls. The choice of words “women and girls” is completely intentional since %98 of all those deepfake videos are pornographic and %99 of those are targeted toward women. Not to mention, most of these AI tools to create deepfakes only work on female bodies.
Despite this growing problem of digital abuse, New Zealand has taken steps towards efficient solutions through legislative reform, regulatory oversight and cooperation with digital platforms, while AI is developing by the second. However New Zealand acknowledges that  survivors have trouble regarding reporting abuse, slow legal responses, and the lack of transparent and  accountable algorithms. Recognizing this challanges New Zealand emphasizes the need for stronger platform accountability and stronger legal frameworks to ensure effective protection for women and girls in digital spaces.
New Zealand is a strong advocate of gender equality, human rights, and the protection of women and girls both online and offline. As a progressive and democratic nation with a long-standing commitment to women’s rights, New Zealand approaches digital safety through a human-rights-based and survivor-centered perspective. The delegation of New Zealand believes that protecting women from online abuse is essential to ensure equal participation in digital spaces and democratic societies. And as the first country to grant women the right to vote, New Zealand continues to do its best for women through legislative acts in order to protect and empower them, such as the Harmful Digital Communications Act (2015) and the Privacy Act (2020), which have improved over the years with the efforts of New Zealand to better itself. Additionally, the agency Netsafe, New Zealand’s online safety organisation, is looking into reports of victims and trying to help them by giving them the support they need while also co-operating with certain digital platforms and organisations to reduce online abuse.
New Zealand recognizes that AI-related legislation must evolve at the same pace as AI technologies particularly to address legal and ethical challenges occurred by deepfakes. Additionally, New Zealand believes that addressing online gender-based violence requires international co-operation involving governments, technology companies, and civil society. New Zealand encourages Member States of UN WOMEN to:
1. Give Accountability to Platforms:
AI platforms must be held responsible for what AI does. These platforms can be held responsible by legal frameworks, effective content moderation, and victim-centered solutions. And if these platforms fail to prevent or respond to digital violence against women and girls, they must face legal consequences.
2. Criminalize Deepfakes and Online Gender-Based Violence:
Criminalizing deepfakes and online gender-based violence might help to prevent the increase of deepfakes and online gender-based violence. Member States of UN WOMEN must create comprehensive and enforceable legal obligations so there is no legal loopholes.
3. Develop Educational Programmes:
Developing educational programmes is good for both genders. Member States can hold various events or conferences in order to inform civil society about the misuse of AI, cyberbullying, deepfakes, online gender-based violence, doxxing, etc. Additionally, adding these educational programmes in several schools’ curriculum helps younger people to gain consciousness and to not self-censor in any aspect. UN WOMEN shall support implementing these programmes in financial and technical aspects.

