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SPECPOL – Special Political and 
Decolonization

For us, peace is not only a dream, but always an active choice. This unique perspective shapes our view of the territories remaining on the decolonization list. Costa Rica is not only a member of the United Nations, but also a country that has no army since 1948. We believe that global stability does not come from the shadow of military bases, comes from the power of international laws and the ballot boxes. Our stand in SPECPOL is simple: the time of empires is over, and the time for peace and human rights must be everywhere.
Our opinion on current situations is depicted as below; 
Falkland Islands (Islas Malvinas): Costa Rica, as proud Latin America member, think the Malvinas situation is a wound on our continent history. We do not want conflict, we want talk. We say to United Kingdom and Argentina to return to talking with sincerity, respecting the region's territory and think about the islanders’ interests.
Chagos Archipelago: Costa Rica stand with the people of Mauritius. We see the recent progress between UK and Mauritius as a victory for common sense and justice. But decolonization only complete when the Chagossian people who were displaced get the dignity and right to come back to the land of their ancestors.
Gibraltar: History and geography cannot be ignored. Costa Rica encourages a neighbourly and legal resolution between Spain and the UK. We believe that a permanent and negotiated settlement is more urgent than ever to ensure the prosperity of the Gibraltar people.
New Caledonia: We watch the recent tensions in New Caledonia sadly. Costa Rica believe the way forward must be with dialogue, not unrest. We urge French government to make sure that the Nouméa Accord spirit live, and guarantee the locals have a peaceful say in their future.
Western Sahara: The status in Western Sahara has last too long. Costa Rica still support a solution that both sides can accept and, most important, gives the Sahrawi people a clear way to self-determination through the UN process.
Costa Rica does not just want to point out problems; we want to offer a way out. We propose:
Trusting the Courts: We call on all nations to treat the International Court of Justice (ICJ) not as an option, but as the final authority in settling territorial disputes.
Listening to the People: Any transition must involve neutral UN monitoring to ensure that the "will of the people" isn't just a phrase, but a reality.
Investing in People, Not Arms: We challenge the powers that manage to change the costs of keeping military in these places to education, healthcare, and environment protection for local people.
As conclusion, in 1948, Costa Rica proved that a country can live without a single soldier. We bring this same belief to this committee. Colonialism is something from the past, it should be in museums or memories, not on today’s maps. 
Let us work together so that when we meet again, the list of Non-Self-Governing Territories is smaller, and the list of free, sovereign people is bigger. 
Thank you.
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