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Agenda Item: Strengthening protections around women’s fundamental rights in the MENA 

Pakistan, officially the Islamic Republic of Pakistan, is a country in South Asia. It is the fifth-most populous country, with a population of over 241.5 million,having the second-largest Muslim population as of 2023. Islamabad is the nation's capital, while Karachi is its largest city and financial centre. Pakistan is the 33rd-largest country by area. Bounded by the Arabian Sea on the south, the Gulf of Oman on the southwest, and the Sir Creek on the southeast, it shares land borders with India to the east; Afghanistan to the west; Iran to the southwest; and China to the northeast. It shares a maritime border with Oman in the Gulf of Oman, and is separated from Tajikistan in the northwest by Afghanistan's narrow Wakhan Corridor.
The Islamic Republic of Pakistan reaffirms its strong commitment to the protection and empowerment of women, grounded in both international cooperation and national action. Pakistan is a signatory to the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women, and continues to work toward its implementation through domestic legislation and institutional reform. Over the past decade, Pakistan has taken concrete legal steps to protect women from violence, including the Criminal Law Amendment Acts addressing honor killings, the Protection Against Harassment of Women at the Workplace Act, and laws criminalizing acid attacks and domestic abuse.
In education, Pakistan has made lots of progress in increasing female enrollment at primary and secondary levels through national education strategies and scholarship programs aimed at girls specificly, particularly in rural and underdeveloped regions. The government recognizes education as the most sustainable terms of healthcare, Pakistan has expanded maternal and reproductive health services, especially through community-based programs that provide women with access to prenatal care, vaccinations, and skilled birth attendance.However, Pakistan emphasizes that progress must be inclusive, and nationally driven. Sustainable reform cannot be achieved through external pressure alone, but through capacity-building, dialogue, and respect for social frameworks.
Pakistan therefore calls upon this committee to support cooperative approaches, technical assistance, and development-focused solutions that empower women while respecting national sovereignty.
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