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AGENDA ITEM: Protecting Women in the Age of Digital Abuse: Regulating Al, Deepfakes, and Online Gender-Based Violence.


As defined by the communications regulator of the UK – Ofcom - , “Synthetic media” is a broad term for video, image, text, or voice that has been generated in whole or in part by artificial intelligence algorithms (1). Synthetic media including deepfakes and voice cloning has been included in many areas such as virtual reality, augmented reality, gaming, marketing, advertising, and the entertainment industry recently. In regard to this, the benefits of synthetic media are hard to deny – especially for the broadcasters and audiences-: strong creative expression, positive economic impact, efficiency, communication and accessibility, all of which also strengthen the right to freedom of expression. However, the use of the synthetic media threatens every citizen in the world today, especially the women. The possible risks are deceptive misinformation and disinformation, decline in trust and credibility, and threats to reputation and privacy. We think the increasing threat to the women’s reputation and privacy is the essential issue. As the delegation of Ireland, we are fully aware of the importance of the issue and we believe that some immediate steps should be taken in order to combat such a crucial problem by protecting women in the age of digital abuse with the regulation of Al, Deepfakes, and prevention of online gender-based violence. We are open to any and all solution proposals that will come from other member states. 

There are several action plans about the issue. A recent article “How AI is exacerbating technology-facilitated violence against women and girls” published by United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN Women) explores the issue in detail and informs the related bodies abbout the dangers. The suggestions made in the article are addressed to the governments, regulators, platforms, civil society, and the private sector and the article calls for providing safety, accountability, women’s rights and autonomy. (2) Canadian Digital Regulators Forum ruled by the Government of Canada has lately published a report combating the rights of Canadian people, clarifying that AI-generated content may pose threats to privacy, security and trust in public institutions as well as risks to people’s reputation, and the spread of misinformation and disinformation and strongly supporting transparency and fostering both domestic and international cooperation. (3) UNWomen dealt with the AI-powered online abuse by interviewing the feminist activist and author of The New Age of Sexism, Laura Bates, and AI and technology policy expert Paola Gálvez-Callirgos to explore all the aspects of the issue and how to find solutions to eliminate digital violoence against women. Some of the recently-emerging laws and acts about the issue which are mentioned in the ainterview are the UK Online Safety Act (passed in 2023), the EU’s AI Act, Mexico’s Ley Olimpia Act, Australian Legislation’s attempts against the dissemination of sexually explicit material online and the Council of Europe’s framework convention on artificial intelligence. (4) The resolution United Nations General Assembly established on December 17, 2024 (A/RES/79/152) - Intensification of efforts to prevent and eliminate all forms of violence against women and girls: the digital environment” clarified the issue profoundly for the first time and presented several solutions. (5)

            Ireland, as a country with high levels of technology and internet usage, has been negatively affected in terms of women's mental health and professional lives due to the abuse they face in online platforms. The use of AI and deepfakes targeting women has been recognized nationally as potentially causing anxiety, depression, and social isolation in women. Legal regulations have been implemented, awareness campaigns have been organized, and collaborations have been established with technology companies to protect women in the digital age. Ireland expects UN Women to organize campaigns, provide training, and propose mechanisms and programs for analysis and detection to prevent women from being harmed more in online environments.

           In order to resolve this significant issue, Ireland proposes these possible solutions: The establishment of a gender based violence mapping system that analyzes when and where does AI and deepfake use targeting women are being used and a framework for AI users and developers. 







(1) https://www.ofcom.org.uk/siteassets/resources/documents/about-ofcom/bulletins/broadcast-bulletins/2023/issue-471/note-to-broadcasters-synthetic-media-including-deepfakes-.pdf?v=329464
(2) https://www.unwomen.org/en/digital-library/publications/2025/12/how-ai-is-exacerbating-technology-facilitated-violence-against-women-and-girls
(3) https://competition-bureau.canada.ca/en/how-we-foster-competition/education-and-outreach/publications/canadian-digital-regulators-forum-synthetic-media-digital-landscape
(4) https://www.unwomen.org/en/articles/faqs/ai-powered-online-abuse-how-ai-is-amplifying-violence-against-women-and-what-can-stop-it
(5) https://digitallibrary.un.org/record/4071605?utm_source=chatgpt.com&v=pdf








