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I. Background

Weaponized drones keep showing up more often. Acts of terrorism at sea add to the problem too. Together, they create serious risks for security across the world's oceans. These issues mess with important trade paths. They put the lives of people on ships in real danger. Plus, they weaken the overall economy in ways that last. The Philippines sits as an archipelagic nation. It counts more than 7,000 islands in its territory. Its coastline stretches longer than most places on earth. That setup means the country depends on secure sea routes for trade and staying connected. Things like drone attacks and piracy hit hard in spots such as the South China Sea. The Sulu-Celebes Seas face similar troubles. All this affects the Philippines' security at home. It also hurts the nation's economic health in a big way.

II. National Position

The Philippines stands firm for a world order based on clear rules. It signed on to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea, known as UNCLOS. The country takes that commitment seriously. This delegation sees the importance of teaming up on a regional level. Global efforts matter too when it comes to fighting terrorism on the water. The same goes for stopping the wrong use of drone tech.

The Philippines works through groups like ASEAN for better cooperation. ReCAAP plays a role in that as well. The International Maritime Organization, or IMO, helps push things forward. All these efforts aim at shared duties for keeping seas safe. At home, the government stepped up the Philippine Coast Guard's tools for watching the waters. It boosted how different agencies talk and work together. That helps spot new threats on the sea. It also aids in pushing back against them effectively.

III. Proposed Solutions

Global Drone Regulation under the IMO.
The Philippines backs building an international setup. This would set rules for how drones operate legally in sea areas. It would make sure anyone misusing them faces real accountability.

Intelligence and Information Sharing.
Real-time sharing of data needs to get stronger. ASEAN countries and partners around the world should exchange info on drone moves. Focus on those tied to piracy or terrorism activities.

Capacity-Building Initiatives.
Developing countries require help with tech and training. This support would upgrade their coastal watching systems. It would also improve ways to handle and stop drones.

Integration of Counter-Drone Protocols in Port Security.
Member states should add defenses against drones. Fold them into the current setups for ports and sea security. That way, protections become part of everyday operations.

IV. Conclusion

The Philippines holds that security on the seas belongs to everyone worldwide. The threats from weaponized drones stand alongside terrorism at sea. Both demand action through global teamwork. New tech innovations will play a key part. Sticking to international laws remains essential too. The Republic of the Philippines stays ready to join efforts with others. The goal stays the same. Oceans should offer peace, safety, and open access for all nations.
