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Country: BHUTAN
Topic: Ensuring the rights of Indigenous peoples in the context of climate change  and enviromental degradiation  

Climate change and environmental degradation effect not just nature but also the everyday lives and cultures of communities who are deeply connected to their environment. Bhutan is clearly conscious about this because this is a cultural value for this country. In Bhutan, there is a plan that embraces nature and social fairness the idea of gross national happiness that was created by Bhutan’s 4th King in the late 1970s, also supports this since real well being comes not only from the economy but from protecting the environment and keeping cultural traditions alive. Also, people try to protect and convey this plan to their next generations.
Bhutan does not officially names any group as indigenous people but groups like the ngalop, sharchop, and lhotshampa have traditional knowledge and they share a lifestyle that is very close to nature and that requires at least sixty percent of the land to stay in a forest, and bhutan being carbon negative shows how serious the country is about environmental protection. It is significant for these people to keep the natural environment. Bhutan also maintains the diversity in terms of culture, ecological balance, and inclusive development and also backs the un declaration on the rights of indigenous peoples as well as the paris agreement and unfccc.
Bhutan supports human rights by embracing an approach that integrates traditional knowledge into a modern policy and applies free prior and informed consent in any project that affects local people bhutan also suggests creating regional platforms where these communities can share their knowledge and increasing cooperation between governments and local groups. In addition, Bhutan protects the rights of the communities and takes actions against climate change. Furthermore, the country supports a mechanism that gives technical and financial help for community based climate adaptation in developing nations.
The reason why Bhutan is small and has limited resources is that it cannot always carry out large environmental projects quickly balancing modern development with traditional lifestyles. Especially, in rural and mountain areas, it can be really difficult climate change put pressure on farms and water resourcrs which affects daily life and cultural practices and meeting the needs of different ethnic and linguistic groups reqiures constant effort and coordination from the government
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