
Country: South Africa
Agenda Item: Addressing Health Issues Caused by Air Pollution

With a population of 65 million, South Africa is the southernmost nation on the African continent.The country actively participates in United Nations (UN) projects. South Africa is recognized as the most industrialized, technologically advanced, and diverse country in Africa. It is known for its rich history, vibrant cultures, beautiful coastlines, national parks, diverse wildlife and delicious food culture.

Many countries around the world are facing air pollution challenges, which causes significant health issues. Not all populations experience the impacts of air pollution equally. These issues are especially risky for young children, pregnants and the elderly. This disparity arises from differences in air pollution exposure, pre-existing health conditions, heightened vulnerability, and limited access to healthcare services. Air pollution represents one of the most significant health threats in South Africa, it causes 25 thousand deaths each year. The nation is striving to mitigate pollution, a challenging task given its heavy reliance on fossil fuels. Although substantial improvements in air quality may take years, a growing number of South Africans are now equipped with the knowledge to protect their health.

South Africa believes that the UN will take proactive measures to prevent illness and initiate programs that provide residents in underdeveloped areas with access to healthcare and essential medications. The country is committed to ensure the safety and well-being of all individuals. We believe that we should take urgent action to fix this problem, which affects many people.
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