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Agenda: Addressing Threats to Merchant Shipping: The Rise of Weaponized Drones and Terrorism at Sea
The United Mexican States is a country in North America. It borders the United States to the north, Guatemala and Belize to the southeast; it has maritime borders with the Pacific Ocean to the west, the Caribbean Sea to the southeast, and the Gulf of Mexico to the east It has a population of over 128 million and is the tenth most populous country in the world. Its capital is Mexico City. Mexico is a federation based on a presidential system, with a representative, democratic, and republican government. Its economy relies on sectors such as oil production, manufacturing, agriculture, and tourism, and maritime trade plays a major role in the economy. The counrty is the second-largest economy in Latin America. It’s places great importance on education and scientific research, with institutions that promote innovation, defense studies, and sustainable development.
The rise of weaponized drones and maritime terrorism has become a significant problem for global trade and peace. These technologies can pose a threat to both coastal countries and inland countries. Mexico, as a country with vast maritime borders, is directly concerned about the growing risks of weaponized drones affecting trade routes in the Gulf of Mexico and the Pacific Ocean. The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) is an important piece of legislation that has helped to regulate maritime activities. However, as it was drafted before the emergence of unmanned and remotely operated systems, it may not fully address the modern technological threats we face. The International Maritime Organization (IMO) has developed frameworks such as the International Ship and Port Facility Security (ISPS) Code to enhance maritime security, but there is still room for improvement in terms of coordination. Mexico, which has always sought to maintain peaceful relations with other nations without resorting to accusations, supports existing agreements on the matter. However, it is important to acknowledge that these agreements have their shortcomings.
Mexico’s policy focuses on strengthening multilateral cooperation and modernizing international maritime law. Mexico is prepared to participate in or lead scientific research and training programs aimed at monitoring and controlling the activities of weaponized drones.Through the Mexican Institute for National Security and Defense Strategic Studies, it promotes cooperation between other countries and the civil and military sectors for the research and development of maritime security strategies.The HNS Convention, which is necessary to reduce the human and environmental impacts of maritime incidents and ensure that affected parties have access to an international compensation regime, is in the process of being ratified in Mexico. Mexico encourages other states to ratify this convention regarding environmental impacts and, if necessary, to design a new compensation convention. Mexico proposes drafting a new international protocol or amendment under UNCLOS to regulate the use of weaponized drones and other unmanned maritime systems. By encouraging these actions, Mexico is emphasizing its commitment to security in the oceans and global peace.
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