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The climate crisis, one of the biggest problems the world has faced for many years, has led countries to become more aware of the concept of sustainability. The rapidly increasing urbanization worldwide is causing the destruction and imbalance of natural areas, and increasing climate change, a major threat to the future. The question of how cities can better utilize their green spaces and create sustainable cities has become increasingly prominent in recent years.
Turkey has implemented a wide range of national initiatives to promote smart and sustainable urbanization. Implementations were carried out in pilot cities selected through the national smart cities’ strategy and action plan between 2019 and 2023. To provide a more detailed explanation of Turkey’s framework regarding national policies, we can mention two main policies that guide Turkey's smart city development:
1. 2020–2023 National Smart Cities Strategy and Action Plan: This plan aims to increase citizen satisfaction, develop human-centered services, and ensure the integration of technology into city management. The plan includes 4 strategic goals, 9 objectives, and 40 concrete actions. Preparing cities' own smart city roadmaps, creating data sharing models, developing the smart city market, and strengthening local capacity are some of the key focus points.
2. Eleventh Development Plan: This plan sets out the following goals for sustainable urbanization: Cities sensitive to natural and cultural heritage, construction resilient to natural disasters, healthy, safe, and accessible housing, sustainable transportation such as bicycle paths and encouragement of public transportation and supporting local governments in preparing smart city strategies. Both plans form the strategic foundation of Turkey's smart city transformation. As Turkey, we have a proposed Green Innovation Fund project to support our previous work. This fund will demonstrate how the existing urban planning system, particularly in underdeveloped countries, can be improved. This fund could be established with the support of organizations like the GCF or developed countries. Turkey agrees to assume all responsibilities and play an active role in this structure.
In conclusion, Turkey believes that the future of our world depends on the cities we are building today. Faced with the rapidly increasing urbanization and the inequalities brought about by the climate crisis, Turkey is ready to share its experiences. 
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