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Agenda Item: Ensure Access to Education for Refugee Children.

New Zealand is an island country in the South Pacific Ocean. With a population of about 4.951.500. The capital of New Zealand is Wellington and the official languages are English and Māori. The education in New Zealand is compulsory from age 6-16. It ensures education for all children within the country. Therefore, the literacy rate is 99%. New Zealand’s education system has undergone transformation over the past 20 years which has included modifications to how schools and their students are funded and managed which includes refugee children.

“A refugee is someone who survived and who can create the future”.
Around half of these refugees were under the age of 18 years (UNHCR 2020)
. They’re kept away from education during conflicts. Refugee girls, in particular, face even greater barriers to accessing schooling. This occurs when some families do not give the permit to attend school, and many of these girls are frequently forced into early marriage. However, Aotearoa New Zealand’s policies play a vital role by facilitating a sense of belonging and encouraging the participation of refugee families and their young children in early childhood education.

New Zealand stongly advocates for the uninterrupted schooling of refugee children, based on the principle that every child possesses the universal right to education without discrimination and on an equal basis. The country viwes this issue as critically important and urges the global community to address it by taking action on necessitating equitable education provision for all children.
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