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REDUCING INEQUALITIES IN DIGITAL EDUCATION



The Federal Republic of Germany is a nation found in the center of Europe with a robust economy and an effective public education infrastructure in place. Public education and health facilities are basically governed by the state and are open to the vast majority of the population. The people of Germany belong to a variety of groups, including migrant and refugee students. Although the schools in Germany are relatively well-equipped, some discrepancies emerge when considering the urban and rural settings as well as the various social and economic backgrounds of the students attaining education. These discrepancies became more apparent when the reliance on digital learning increased in recent years.

Level of digital education was moderate in Germany before COVID-19. The current conditions in the pandemic did not allow students to have an in person education. That's the reason why long distance education increased. Because of that, the importance of digital education arose. Inequality within digital education is a concern across the world. This is because, for most students, there is inequality in the aspect of digital devices, internet, and skills. The United Nations, through Sustainable Development Goal 4, ensures inclusive and equitable quality education. UNESCO actions such as the Education 2030 Strategy, promote efforts towards improved learning through digital devices. This is because, according to Germany, inequities in digital learning have been felt in developed nations, where students are left behind if they do not receive adequate learning support through digital devices.

Germany is in favor of bridging the gap in digital education. It promotes investment in digital education. At the national level, digital education initiatives are funded by the federal government. An example is the DigitalPakt Schule, which is supported by federal funding. It assists in purchasing devices, developing internet access, and building digital platforms in schools. At Gesamtschule Berlin-Neukölln, students are able to take advantage of tablets that are offered through this initiative; this helps in assisting families with lower incomes. Additionally, the German government is of the belief that the global discrepancy in digital opportunities should be bridged through international collaboration. This is being achieved by the German government through UNESCO and other United Nations initiatives. This is aimed at facilitating the sharing of knowledge and digital education for teachers from developing countries. In regards to the committee, Germany believes that there must be a stronger emphasis on the need for equal access to digital learning, a clear definition of support for educators, and effective methods of financing. It is necessary that the committee promotes a partnership between developed and developing nations and a means of making digital learning universally attainable.

