
Country: Iceland  
Agenda Item: Peaceful Use Of Outer Space (DISEC)

	Iceland is located between the Arctic Ocean and the North Atlantic Ocean. The country is well known for its geologic activities like geysers and frequent volcanic eruptions. Iceland’s main livelihood is based on fishing, tourism, renewable energy, and aluminum production (1). When it comes to school enrolment and the number of children out of school,  Iceland is ranked as the second one among all countries. The healthcare system in Iceland is funded by the goverment. 

	Space missions have mostly been conducted by developed countries like the USA and China to support telecommunications, science and technology. Iceland cooperates with NASA for developing its space mission and planning to launch the first space-based solar energy satellite in 2030. However, many developing or underdeveloped countries lack space technology. This situation creates several issues. All countries must understand that space does not belong to one country, it belongs equally to all countries. Also, militarization, space debris and competition for resources are other challenges of space exploration. In 1967,  the Outer Space Treaty (OST) was signed and it says that Moon and other satellites do not belong to any country and their resources can not be sold (2). Both the ESA and the United Nations (COPUOS) established a committee  for peaceful uses of outer space (3).  

Iceland’s policy on the peaceful use of space emphasizes that all countries should  take part in space activities performed by governments and private companies like SpaceX. Private companies may threaten other nations’ satellites by creating space debris if they are not controlled regularly. Also, they may conduct espionage against rival countries. In this regard, it would be better to establish a committee named “World Space Committee” to monitor whether private space complies with the rules set by the OST and COPUOS. Furthermore, to prevent the weaponization and militarization of outer space, international laws such as the OST should be strengthened and updated. States should commit to banning space-based weapons and increasing transparency through information sharing and monitoring. Strong international cooperation is essential to keep space peaceful. To ensure fair access to space resources, international treaties should be strictly enforced. Moreover, developed countries with space technology should help developing countries support the infrastructure and technology space activities. International cooperation can be strengthened through regular dialogue, information sharing, joint agreements, and collective action under international organizations. Education can raise understanding and awareness of the importance of peace in space. Moreover, it strengthens international cooperation and promotes ethical thinking. 
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