Country: Turkey 
Committee: ECOSOC

Agenda Item: Combating child labor and promoting fair oppurtunities for youth.

Introduction 
Turkey is a country located at a point where the three continents of the old world Asia, Africa and Europe are closest to each other and where Asia and Europe meet. Because of its geographical location, Anatolia has always been important throughout history and is the birthplace of many great civilizations. Turkey is not only a passageway from which the ancient Asian Turkish Culture is transmitted to the Europe but also counted as a window of Western Culture opening to meet the Eastern Culture. It is much larger than many European countries, for example larger than Great Britain and France. Ankara has been the capital of Turkey since 1924. Istanbul is the biggest city of Turkey. 
 
Topic and Country Relevance
Child Labor is a violation of child rights and a significant threat to the health, education, development, and well-being of children. Child labor prevents children of all ages from going to school, takes them away from their families, and limits their time for play. Official statistics show that at least 1.372.000 Turkish children are working in the service sectors, agriculture and industrial manufacturing. It is 4.4 per cent of the child population aged 5 to 17 years. Various studies report a high prevalence of child labor among refugees, who are not included in official statistics. Child poverty, shortcomings in social protection, plus an informal economy are the main reasons for child labor in Turkey. 
 
Solution
[bookmark: _GoBack]Turkish Government’s programmes, to eliminate child labor in Turkey. This multi-sectoral approach includes:  
(1) strengthening social protection mechanisms and supporting access to livelihoods  
(2) targeting social norms normalizing child labor by highlighting the role of education; 
(3) promoting child rights and business principles in private sector; 
(4) providing support to increase access to education and social services. 
Also, UNICEF works with the Ministry of Labor and Social Security, the Ministry of Family and Social Services, private sector, civil society and universities, to help eliminate child labor.

Refences: TUIK, UNICEF 
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