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COMMITTEE:SOCHUM                                               COUNTRY:FRANCE
Delegate:Ömer Caner Yılmaz,Egebil Schools
Although all children’s fundamental right  to basic education is recognized under  international and regional human rights  law, including EU law, in practice the  type, quality and duration of schooling  offered to asylum-seeking, refugee and  migrant children depends more on where  they are in the migrant/asylum process  than on their educational needs. 
Children of EU-born migrants  generally have the right to be admitted to their host State’s educational, apprenticeship and vocational training courses under the same conditions as nationals, including access to education- related social benefits.  International protection beneficiaries (refugees under the 1951 Convention  and subsidiary protection holders),  those enjoying temporary protection,  as well as those with long term residence  status and those who are reunited  with family members lawfully residing  in the EU, are also entitled to access education under the same conditions as  nationals, but they are not automatically  entitled to associated benefits, which  possibly restricts their ability to access  quality education.
Refugee and migrant children appear in national education statistics only when they do not speak the language of instruction (French) and require additional language support.  Latest publicly available data from the 2016-2017 school year indicates that, among the 12.9 million children enrolled in both public and  private education, some 60,673  were non–French speaking. Of  them, 29,701 were registered in primary schools, 24,540 in lower  secondary and 6,432 in upper secondary education. The majority of non-French  speaking children were registered in the Paris region (4 in every 10 children), followed by Lyon-Grenoble, Marseille-Nice and Nancy-Strasbourg regions. On average around 90% of non- French speaking children were placed in preparatory classes (specific classes for non-French speaking children) or have benefitted from additional language support.
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