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AGENDA ITEM: Reducing Inequalities in Digital Education
China stands as one of the biggest and best known places around the world. It has this deep history and a society that is growing fast in modern ways. In the last few decades, the country has turned into a big player with a solid economy. It takes an active part in groups like the United Nations. Different areas in China come with their own languages and old traditions. That makes the whole culture stand out in its own way. As things keep developing there, China works with others around the globe to tackle common problems. It pushes for better teamwork on the international stage.
China holds a key spot in the United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization. The nation has pushed forward a lot in tech and schooling lately. This includes things like Internet Plus Education. That is a nationwide effort linking schools to top online setups, digital books, and tools for learning from afar. It also covers Smart Education Pilot Zones. Those use AI for tutoring, learning tailored by data, and classrooms with screens that let kids interact. These efforts have really aided students out in rural spots. The big inequality in China comes mostly from uneven school systems.That hits kids in both country and city places hard. China gives a huge share of workers to the world. When school issues linger, especially the split between rural and urban sides, those rural kids get worse teaching. They miss out on digital know how too. In the end, this means China ends up with fewer top skilled folks than it could have.
Such problems reach out to affect markets everywhere. Companies from other countries count on China for trained workers. If skills build slower, that can drag down new ideas in the global economy. Right now, China figures tech and AI can spread resources more fairly. The country puts big money into rural zones, trains teachers better, and grows ties through UNESCO. All that aims to narrow the city country divide and make school cheaper and easier to reach for everyone.
One idea China put forward involves bringing AI right into classrooms. Still, tensions come up with places like the EU over tight rules on privacy and data. Canada sets limits on AI use in schools.
The pandemic pushed China to make real strides in spreading digital schooling. Tech stepped up to improve how teaching and learning happen. COVID-19 sped along this shift since millions of students went to online classes. Yet the move to digital ways showed deep divides clearly. Kids in rural or far off areas often go without steady internet or computers. They lack teachers ready for that too. UNESCO's plan for China points out ongoing troubles in tech access and digital skills between city and country folks. The Chinese government sees these hurdles and teams up with groups like UNESCO to boost digital education.
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