	
	
	



Position Paper 
Country: Canada
Committee: Social, Humanitarian & Cultural Committee(SOCHUM)
Agenda Item: Ensuring the rights of Indigenous Peoples in the Context of Climate Change and Environmental Degradation
Canada is a country located in the northern part of North America. It is the second biggest country in the world by land area, with about 10 million square kilometers. Canada is bordered by the United States and by the Pasiffic , Atlantic and the Arctic Oceans. Canada is also one of the biggest economies in the world, with a GDP of about 2 trillion USD. Canada is a democratic country, and its Head of State is King Charles III. Canada is a developed country in industries such as natural resources and technology.
The agenda item focuses on how climate change and environmental degradation effect indigenous people. A lot of indigenous communities depend on nature for their food, resources and daily life. Because of climate change and environmental degradation, they face problems like sea levels raising, wildfires, drought and decreasing number of natural resources. These disasters destroy their home and living lands. This is not only dangerous for the land but their culture and traditions. Even though indigenous people contribute very little to global emission, they face the consequences more than other communities. This makes the problem an important part of climate and justice.[image: ]
Indigenous communities in Canada, including First Nations, Inuit and Métis also experience these problems. For example, melting permafrost in the Arctic damages Inuit communities, wildfires affect many First Nation areas, and rising sea levels affect coastal regions. Climate change also affects traditional hunting, fishing and food systems. Canada recognizes that these problems threaten the rights of indigenous people. To address these issues, Canada has created programs such as the First Nation Adapt Program, the Indigenous Community Based Climate Monitoring Initiative and the Climate Change and Health Adaptation Program. Canada believes that indigenous people should have a strong impact in environmental decisions.
The UN plays a massive role in protecting and supporting the rights of indigenous people. Canada strongly supports the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), which sets global standards for land protection, cultural protection, and participation on global decisions. The UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues and agencies like UNEP and UNDP help coordinate international action focused on supporting indigenous communities facing environmental danger.
To support climate resilience, Canada invests in Indigenous-led projects that combines traditional and cultural knowledge with science. Programs like Indigenous Guardians allow communities to protect wildlife, monitor climate change and strengthen their bonds to the land.
Canada has collaborated with many countries and global partners to address climate issues. Through Arctic cooperation, Canada works with Norway, Sweden, Finland and Denmark to protect Inuit communities affected by melting ice and raising sea levels. Canada also shares strategies with New Zealand and Australia, where indigenous populations face similar environmental issues. On top of these, Canada partners with Germany, the United States and the United Kingdom to fund climate adaptation and environmental protection programs. Studies shown that over %70 of northern indigenous communities in Canada face important climate risks, including permafrost melt, unsafe drinking water and extreme weather. Canada has committed 5.3 billion USD in international climate finance to support the minority.
Canada believes the international community should prioritize indigenous land and water protection, expand funding for climate programs and support clean energy in indigenous communities. For areas facing threats, voluntary and respectful relocation plans should be available when necessary. Canada also supports global cooperation on scientific research, technology sharing and early warning systems for natural disasters.[image: ]
Canada emphasizes the importance of teaching the new generation about protecting the environment and supporting indigenous youth leadership. By strengthening education programs that include both understanding of scientific understanding traditional knowledge, countries can prepare future generations to face environmental challenges.
Canada also believes that correct information about Indigenous peoples must be promoted to normal citizens to reduce stereotypes and build respect. Understanding indigenous history, culture and rights helps countries create fair policies and strengthens global cooperation
Finally, Canada is committed to work closely with the UN, indigenous representatives and member states to protect indigenous communities from climate change, environmental degradation and their rights that are affected from these problems. Canada believes that global cooperation is the key to a better future and a more sustainable environment. Canada encourages other countries to see indigenous people as partners in climate action and to work together to make solutions that are sustainable.
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