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Country: The Republic of South Africa

Committee: UNWOMEN

Agenda Item: Strengthening protections around 
women's fundamental rights in the MENA region 

South Africa is the southernmost country of the African continent, with a total surface area of 1,221,037 square kilometers. South Africa is surrounded by two oceans: the Indian Ocean and the Atlantic Ocean. South Africa shares borders with Eswatini, Botswana, Zimbabwe, and Namibia. South Africa has an approximately 64 million population including diverse cultures.

Women's fundamental rights in the MESA region have always been an important subject. The statistics of femicide, domestic abuse, gender inequality, representation of women in both public and politics, harmful cultural beliefs, uneducated individuals, and the number of old legislation that are making women dependent on a male figure are major issues that must be discussed and offered solutions for. Because of many years of culture building an image of women as ‘submissive, obedient housewives,’ many believe that women cannot have equal rights as men or should not. 


South Africa has declared gender based violence a ‘National disaster’ on November 27, 2025, and also has ratified the Violence and Harassment Convention. South Africa has taken serious measures in order to develop national law. South Africa has been giving reports on the improvements and progress made on the ‘Beijing Platform for Action.’
Furthermore, the Government had started making amendments in the law, such as giving individuals who have sexually harassed or attacked mentally or physically disabled victims harsher punishments for sexual crimes. South Africa has been taking action to make sure the victims are protected and feel safe. South Africa has multiple projects and assistance programs for victims of domestic abuse, sexual harassment and trafficking, etc. These assistance programs provide victims with healthcare, shelter, and psychological support. 
With South Africa’s current presidency theming 2025 for ‘Solidarity, Equality and Sustainability’, promising a reassuring future for the women in South Africa.

In conclusion, South Africa has been making great improvements and is willing to work with the other delegates of the UNWOMEN committee in order to ensure women's fundamental rights via creating innovative solutions and making changes.

Thank you.
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