[bookmark: _hsj72jii7d6a]Addressing Femicide Through Legislative Action And International Cooperation[image: ][image: ]

Conference: ETUTRAIN’25
Country: Guatemala
Committee: UNWOMEN
Delegate: Adnan Yusuf DAYI


The Republic of Guatemala is a country in Central America which is bordered by Mexico, Belize, Honduras and El Salvador. Capital city is Guatemala City and most of Guatemala's people consist of Indigenous people. This is why the femicide committed due to racism is an important problem for Guatemala. Official language in Guatemala is Spanish and nearly half of the population is Europe-originated. Guatemala has a population of 18 millions and the male/female ratio is 0.98. 

Femicide is unfortunately a significant problem in Guatemala. Sorry to say but The Republic of Guatemala is the third country with the highest femicide rates in the world, after El Salvador and Jamaica. But this is not a coincidence. Femicide is already one of the greatest problems of Latin America and especially Central America. It has several causes and one of them is the “Machismo” culture in Latin America. Machismo is a Belief that expresses the superiority of men and thinks that men are always at a higher level than women. This became a cultural norm especially in Central America and this belief is a great supporter of femicide. 

Inadequate punishment for femicide is another great supporter of femicide in Latin America. Most of the Latin American countries don’t recognize femicide as a high degree crime and it has lower degree punishments in some situations like romantic relationships. Excluding some kinds of violence against women in marriage encourages the potential criminals and this is why the femicide rate is higher in Latin America. 


But finally, We can say that there is a hopeful table we see in Guatemala. Because after the hard days of civil war, there are too many new laws supporting the combat and punishing against femicide. Even though the rate is unfortunately still high, modern culture and feminist movements are influential in Central America nowadays. Even if we have to do too many things like educating new generations and increasing the punishment levels for femicide, the table is generally hopeful compared to the past. So we extremely support the combat against the femicide in Guatemala and we believe that the table will be better. 
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