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Private Military and Security Companies (PMSCs) have become important in global conflicts and peacekeeping. Private military security companies are private business’ that provide military and/or security services, Military and security services include, in particular, armed guarding and protection of people and objects, such as convoys, buildings and other places; maintenance and operation of weapons systems; prisoner detention; and advice to or training of local forces and security personnel. (1) While they help with security, the main problem is that they often work in unclear legal areas, which can lead to serious problems such as human rights abuses or use of excessive force. PMSCs became especially popular after the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, where the U.S. heavily relied on them for support and combat duties (2) Other countries like Russia have also used private groups in places such as Syria and Ukraine, sometimes for unofficial military actions (3) The global challenge is that there arent enough law or regulations that controls how PMSCs should act, making it hard to hold them accountable when things go wrong. Kazakhstan supports stronger international rules and oversight for PMSCs to ensure transparency and protect human rights.

	United Nations and other organizations have taken important steps on this issue. First of all, the UN has passed several resolutions like A/HRC/15/25 and A/HRC/30/34, which talk about the need to control and monitor Private Military and Security Companies (PMSCs), and protect human rights (4) Some UN bodies are directly working on this. For example, the UN Working Group on Mercenaries looks into PMSC activities (5) The Montreux Document from 2008, supported by over 50 countries, explains what governments should do when using PMSCs (6) Also, the International Code of Conduct (ICoC) gives rules for how PMSCs should act (7) The European Union also supports stronger rules and passed a resolution in 2008 about this.(8). 

Kazakhstan has contributed to the issue in many ways. As a country committed to peace, stability, and international cooperation, Kazakhstan supports responsible use and oversight of Private Military and Security Companies (PMSCs). Kazakhstan has signed the Montreux Document, which highlights legal responsibilities for PMSCs in armed conflicts and encourages good behaviours (9) Our government has shown itself to be a supporter of international discussion of the issue by participating in Geneva conferences and participating in human rights and security dialogue. Kazakhstan also promotes the rule of law and transparency according to our national development policies and the goals of the UN Human Rights Council, which Kazakhstan has been a participant of. Our policies are made to ensure security activities within and outside our borders.
Kazakhstan believes that realistic and measurable steps must be taken to regulate Private Military and Security Companies. First, all PMSCs should be required to register their operations and submit activity reports to a UN-supervised database every year. This will help track their actions and improve transparency. Second, countries should be encouraged to join existing systems like the Montreux Document and the International Code of Conduct, which are already supported by many nations and are realistic to implement. Finally, a simple rating system can be introduced to measure how well companies follow international rules, helping both governments and clients choose responsible PMSCs.

REFERENCES
1. International Committee of the Red Cross. “Private Military and Security Companies (PMSCs) | How Does Law Protect in War? - Online Casebook.” Casebook.icrc.org, casebook.icrc.org/a_to_z/glossary/private-military-and-security-companies-pmscs.

2. “Department of Defense’s Use of Contractors to Support Military Operations: Background, Analysis, and Issues for Congress.” Congress.gov, 2025, www.congress.gov/crs-product/R43074.

3. Brookings. “Brookings - Quality. Independence. Impact.” Brookings, 2019, www.brookings.edu/.
4. “Document Viewer.” Undocs.org, 2025, undocs.org/en/A/HRC/30/34. 
5. Working Group on the Use of Mercenaries.” OHCHR, www.ohchr.org/en/special-procedures/wg-mercenaries.

6. “The Montreux Document.” Www.eda.admin.ch, www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/fdfa/foreign-policy/international-law/international-humanitarian-law/private-military-security-companies/montreux-document.html.
‌
      7. “The Code.” ICoCA - International Code of Conduct Association, icoca.ch/the-code/.
‌
      8. WIJKMAN, Anders. “Report on Building a Global Climate Change Alliance between the European Union and Poor Developing Countries Most Vulnerable to Climate Change | A6-0366/2008 | European Parliament.” Www.europarl.europa.eu, www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/A-6-2008-0366_EN.html.
‌
       9. “The Montreux Document.” Www.eda.admin.ch, www.eda.admin.ch/eda/en/fdfa/foreign-policy/international-law/international-humanitarian-law/private-military-security-companies/montreux-document.html.
‌
‌

