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Australia is the 6th largest country in the world and has an area of 7,692,000 km². Its population is approximately 26 million people, and the capital of it is Canberra. It follows a federal parliamentary democracy, has high standards of living, and is known for strict environmental policies. Australia’s economy is one of the largest economies in the world, and its major economic sectors are mining, agriculture, and services like tourism or finance. Australia is facing global problems like climate change and serious water scarcity because of causes like not raining enough or poor water quality.
Australia is fully against child labour. Globally, about 140 million youths were engaged, and out of these, 54 million youths work in hazardous jobs. The rates of child labour in Australia are pretty low. According to UNICEF, roughly 500 thousand young people are affected by child labour, BUT they are mostly working in part-time jobs like family farms, which is safe unlike illegal child labour or exploitative child labour. Also, youths aged 15 or older are mostly working. Australia supports strong child labour protections and international cooperation to protect children. And globally, ILO has been working on conventions like Minimum Age Convention and Worst Forms of Child Labour Convention.
One of Australia’s actions Australia took to prevent child labour was passing one of the strongest anti-exploitation laws to fight child labour. In this law, companies had to give reports about how they prevent child labour in their supply chains, where the goods come from, and what actions they take to reduce child labour rates. Another action is Australia actively funding ILO child labour programs in Asia. This also strengthens their global reputation and role. Australia also raised the school leaving age to 17 to reduce the number of youths forced to be employed at young ages. There is a program called Youth Allowance Program in Australia to help youths stay in school or higher education. One of the goals of this program is also reducing pressure to work for long hours.
Some of the solutions Australia can use to reduce child labour rates even more, both locally and globally, are strengthening laws. If we apply heavy penalties to companies using child labour, we can reduce child labour rates by 25% within a few years. Another solution is making education free and better. This way we can help more children be educated, decrease child labour rates, and raise a new, smarter generation to solve global problems and find new technologies. Also, if we make education free, we can help poverty, and poverty is one of the causes of child labour. So, another solution is reducing poverty. Strengthening global supply chains is another solution we can use to stop child labour in global industries.
REFERENCES:
· Australia - The World Factbook
· Australia commits to international standards on child labour and stamping out violence and harassment at work | Ministers' Media Centre
· QUT - Australia's child workers are vulnerable to injury, harassment and exploitation
