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Agenda Item: Addressing Illicit Trafficking and Protection of Cultural Property

Iraq, officially the Republic of Iraq, is a country in the Middle East. Located within the geo-political region of the Middle East, it is bordered by Saudi Arabia to the south, Turkey to the north, Iran to the east, the Persian Gulf and Kuwait to the southeast, Jordan to the southwest, and Syria to the west. 

Starting in the 6th millennium BC, the fertile plains between Iraq's Tigris and Euphrates rivers, referred to as Mesopotamia, fostered the rise of early cities, civilisations, and empires, including Sumer, Akkad, Babylonia, and Assyria. Known as the cradle of civilisation, Mesopotamia saw the invention of writing systems, mathematics, navigation, timekeeping, a calendar, astrology, the wheel, the sailboat, and a law code. In a nutshell there was a lot of cultural property in our country 

Since its independence in 1932, Iraq has experienced alongside periods of instability and conflict. Security vacuums created during armed conflicts and external interventions facilitated the exploitation of Iraq’s cultural heritage by illicit actors. These conditions were systematically exploited by terrorists, transnational networks, and criminal intermediaries (Code of Hammurabi, Epic of Gilgamesh Tablets, Standard of Ur, Statue of Gudea and etc.).  

To conclude, that's not just Iraq's problem. 	Therefore, the Republic of Iraq considers it international cooperation under the leadership of UNESCO is essential. Armed conflicts have been a major cause of big loss and illicit trade in Iraq's cultural property. During Iran-Irag War, Gulf war, Irag War, the collapse of security and governance enabled looting of museums and archaeological sites, while terrorists deliberately destroyed and smuggled artifacts to finance their operations. These conflicts have not only inflicted irreversible damage on irreplaceable cultural propertys but have also fueled international black markets. Iraq emphasizes that the protection of cultural property during wars is an obligation under international law and requires coordinated international enforcement and restitution
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