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[bookmark: _GoBack]Venezuela, officially the Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela, is a country located in the northern part of the South American continent. It is bordered by the Caribbean Sea to the north, Guyana to the east, Brazil to the south, and Colombia to the west. The Venezuelan government claims sovereignty over the Guayana Esequiba region, which constitutes two-thirds of Guyana.  It possesses numerous islands and islets in the Caribbean Sea. In addition, the countries of Aruba and Curaçao, which are part of the Netherlands Kingdom and belong to the Lesser Antilles, as well as Bonaire, which belongs to the Netherlands, and the island states of Trinidad and Tobago are located off the coast of Venezuela. It has an area of 916,445 km² and a population of approximately 28 million. Its capital and largest metropolis is Caracas.
The history of Venezuela encompasses many aspects, including the pre-Hispanic period, colonization, the struggle for independence, and modern development. Located on the northern coast of South America, this country has a rich and varied history spanning from ancient times to present-day events.
Before Europeans arrived in Venezuela, various indigenous peoples such as the Manacus, Caribs, Taínos, and others lived in the region. These peoples were known for their unique cultures, languages, and traditions. They hunted, gathered, and farmed, growing corn, potatoes, and various types of fruit. Social structures varied from small tribes to larger confederations.
By the end of the 18th century, discontent was growing among the colonists due to high taxes and a lack of political representation. Venezuela became the center of the struggle for independence in the early 19th century. In 1810, independence from Spain was declared, marking the beginning of a series of wars known as the War of Independence.
Simón Bolívar, one of Venezuela's greatest heroes, became the leader of this struggle. He raised armies and fought against the Spanish colonists, winning many victories. In 1821, Venezuela officially declared its independence and became part of Gran Colombia, along with Colombia and Ecuador. However, political stability did not last long, and Venezuela seceded from Gran Colombia in 1830.








