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Committee:	The World Health Organisation (WHO)
Country:	AFGHANISTAN

Honourable chair and most esteemed delegates
	Afghanistan, renowned for its stunning landscape, tall, forbidding mountains and dry deserts, its rich mineral resources harbour great untapped potential and are the real treasure hunt and geopolitical race for many foreign countries.  Yet, it faces many conflicts and repression, challenges in economic development and growth. It still ranks prominently among the most air-populated nations globally with AQI over 100 posting significant environmental and public health challenges.

The capital city of Kabul, with population of 4.8 million, is currently facing worst pollution readings due to the emissions and stagnant condition with the pollutants that are mainly coming from vehicles moving around the city, with a majority of them using substandard fuel.  Many vehicles are old and poorly maintained leading to high emissions from transport.  Diesel generators are still much heavily use for power infrastructure and most households and offices burn wood, coal and oil to keep warm especially in the colder winter months, placing it among the world’s worst polluted cities.  The most dangerous pollutants, come from the dozens of industrial brick-making kilns on the outskirts of the city.  They burn tires, wood, coal and use oil to produce bricks for Afghanistan’s expanding construction industry.  These conditions lead to various health issues, including respiratory and lung diseases which affect mostly children and the elderly.  The World Health Organisation (WHO) reports that Ambient Air Pollution (outdoor) causes over 11000 deaths annually.  Environmental governance has struggled in the aftermath of decades of conflict and efforts to protect the environment were severely hampered by corruption and instability, particularly after the Taliban regained control in 2021.  Today the Afghan government and National Environmental Protection Agency (NEPA) continues to implement environmental law for high-rise buildings, factories, old vehicles and more inspection and strict control on fuel usage to fight the increase on air pollution.  

Over the last 3 years, the LPG has halved the increase in pollution in Kabul and quickly becoming the success story as an alternative to petrol and diesel.  The municipality and NEPA have prepared plans to put concrete and asphalt over dirt roads and improve electricity supply to the cities which will reduce the use of solid fuel material and result in better air quality.  The importing of hydro-electric power offers a promising solution to improve air quality and reduce reliance on polluting fuels, the infrastructure has faced challenges due to historical neglect and recent political changes. Initiatives are underway to enhance hydropower capacity and develop new energy projects, with support from neighboring countries and international organizations.  

However, the long-term resolution of pollution issues will require sustained commitment to environmental protection and infrastructure development in the country herefore we seek that The World Health Organisation assist with funding and supporting the Afghan government with its continuous effort in creating necessary policies and passing laws to improve the air quality.  Below are some of my proposal initiatives;-

Renewable Energy
The success practices by some countries like Japan and South Korea where they rely more on nuclear energy and there is a global increase in electricity supplied by clean, renewable sources like wind, solar and water like Hydropower.

Less Car and Less Fuel Emission
Many cities are adapting into green climate by investing in better, affordable public transportation and developing city plans that include infrastructure for walking, biking and public transit. 

Improve Waste Management
Avoid litters or open dump, burning leaves or trashes instead try to reduce, reuse, recycle and say NO to plastics.  Companies can use less packaging and create products with reduced waste.  Governments can establish strong regulations to prevent dumping and burning and also by investing in better waste handling methods, they contribute to cleaner air and enjoying a safer environment.

Plant and Care for Trees
Trees absorb carbon dioxide and other harmful gases and so by planting them you can improve air quality and so campaigning or collaboration with organisations can have enormous effect in the long run to meet target reduction in air pollution.

Educate and Be an Advocate
Educating the people to be a resilient nation and raising awareness to the law and their impacts, encourage them to change their habits and help to make the cities cleaner and healthier places to live.

Thank you for listening.
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