
Country: France 

Comm/ttee: UNHCR (Un/ted Nat/ons H/gh Comm/ss/oner for Refugees) 

Agenda Item: Ensur/ng Equal R/ghts for Persons W/th D/sab/l/t/es /n Educat/on and 
Soc/al L/fe 

France (s a country located (n Western Europe and has overseas terr(tor(es (n many parts of the 
world. The ma(n pr(nc(ples and (deals of the country are expla(ned (n the Declarat(on of 
Human and C(t(zen R(ghts. France (s one of the found(ng members of the pol(t(cal and 
econom(c organ(zat(on called the European Un(on and has the largest surface area among the 
member countr(es of the un(on. The country (s also a found(ng member of the Un(ted Nat(ons; 
Francophone (s also a part(c(pant (n the G8 Summ(ts, the Lat(n Un(on and NATO. It (s one of 
the f(ve permanent members of the Un(ted Nat(ons Secur(ty Counc(l. 

The d(sabled people populat(on (s near 1 m(ll(on (n all over the world. And (n France, the 
d(sabled populat(on rate (s 6.9%. Th(s rate (s 5.9% for men and 7.9% for women. As a country 
that has lots of people l(ke them (n (t, we th(nk that some of the problems about people who 
has d(sab(l(t(es are more (mportant than the other ones (n our eyes. Such as bully(ng d(sabled 
people, these d(sab(l(t(es caus(ng ch(ldren to exper(ence problems such as attent(on def(c(t (n 
educat(on; and by those, even young ch(ldren learn early about sex(sm towards d(sabled 
ch(ldrens through peer bully(ng. As a result of bully(ng, both part(es are harmed. Both the 
bully and the bull(ed s(de. And these problems g(ve r(se to d(fferent sub-problems. For 
example,  In EU countr(es, the rate of d(sabled people who drop out of school after pr(mary 
school (s 25%. And (n add(t(on, 29.9% of d(sabled people (n the EU are at r(sk of 
poverty/soc(al exclus(on. In France, the r(ghts of (nd(v(duals w(th d(sab(l(t(es are protected 
through leg(slat(on 2005-102, wh(ch creates the framework for promot(ng equal(ty and 
creat(ng mechan(sms to address access(b(l(ty (ssues. Var(ous (n(t(at(ves and organ(zat(ons, 
such as APF France Hand(cap and the Nat(onal Conference on D(sabled People, work to 
(mprove access(b(l(ty and defend the r(ghts of (nd(v(duals w(th d(sab(l(t(es. 

Between all of these problems, France suggests UNHCR to focus on the deta(ls. For exampel, 
as a solut(on to educat(on and employment problems, educat(onal (nst(tut(ons and workplaces 
should prov(de educat(onal mater(als and work(ng env(ronments su(table for people w(th 
d(sab(l(t(es. Add(t(onally, pol(c(es and support mechan(sms that encourage employers to 
employ d(sabled (nd(v(duals can be developed. Or as a slout(on for soc(al exclus(on, soc(al 
awareness should be (ncreased, educat(on should be prov(ded on the r(ghts and needs of 
d(sabled people, and str(ct legal regulat(ons should be made aga(nst d(scr(m(nat(on. We are 
honoured to f(nd solut(on and d(scuss about d(sabled people’s d(sadvantages (n the(r l(fes.  
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