Country: The Italian Republic
Committee: UNESCO
Agenda Item: Addressing Illict Trafficking and Protection of Cultural Property

The Italian Republic believes that taking care of our culture is fundamental and is more than something that only UNESCO works on. The Italian Republic asserts that stopping the trade of our common cultural property is especially important to the Italian People. The Italian Republic sees art theft as not a crime but as something that erases our common memory and wants to protect our history and our culture. We believe that when a region’s identity is destroyed, the region often falls apart for this reason. Helping Member States protect their heritage, museums and monuments is not just, about how things look it is a very important part of keeping the regions safe and secure. (Heritage, 2015) Member States need to protect their heritage, museums and monuments to keep the regions secure. (UNESCO World Heritage Centre - Convention Concerning the Protection of the World Cultural and Natural Heritage, 1972)

Italy has come a way from just talking about protecting culture to actually doing something about it. We set up a team called Unite4Heritage, which is, like the "Blue Helmets of Culture" and we also created a special group of Carabinieri who focus on keeping cultural heritage safe. (Strengthening Unite4Heritage initiative, a priority of the G7 Culture, 2017) Italy follows the rules of the 1970 Convention. We make sure that keeping the peace and protecting heritage go hand in hand. (In 2023, the Carabinieri recovered more than 100 thousand cultural properties, 2024) This has helped us break up groups of criminals and get back a lot of stolen things. (The fight against illicit trafficking of cultural property - success stories of the Carabinieri, 2019)

Italy knows that it cannot do this alone. National efforts are not enough to stop crime. Italy wants this committee to take some steps. They think we should make sure every country agrees to follow the 1995 UNIDROIT Convention. This will help get rid of loopholes that people use to get around the law. 

The committee should understand that illegal trade in cultural property often funds terrorism and makes conflicts worse. (Cultural heritage objects: A stake in armed conflicts, 2020) We need answers that are as strong and creative as the communities we want to protect. Museums should be places for learning, not places where stolen goods end up. Heritage protection should also be part of every Member State’s solid base for calls for quick and united action to protect these priceless resources, because by saving our past, we build a solid base for our future.

