Committee: Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) Country: Iceland Topic: Combating Child Labor and Promoting Fair Opportunities for Youth
Iceland operates on a very simple but firm principle: a society’s success should be measured by the well-being of its children. When we see child labor still existing in the 21st century, we do not just see an economic failure; we see a moral one that the global community has yet to fully answer for. For us, child labor is the unfortunate result of a world where poverty is deep and education is treated as a luxury rather than a right. In Iceland, we have managed to move past this by ensuring that no family is left behind financially and that every child has a path from preschool to university without a price tag. We believe that a child’s only real responsibility should be to learn and to play, and our position in ECOSOC is that no amount of economic growth is worth the cost of a stolen childhood.
As a nation that imports many of its goods, we also feel a deep sense of responsibility for what happens beyond our borders. It is a troubling thought that the products reaching Icelandic homes might be tied to the exploitation of a child elsewhere. This is why we are such strong supporters of due diligence laws. We believe it is time to demand that multinational companies prove their supply chains are clean. Profit should never be prioritized over the dignity of a human being, especially a minor. When it comes to our own youth, our challenges are different but equally important. We are focused on making sure our young people find a sense of purpose in an unpredictable world. We invest heavily in mental health and vocational training because we know that becoming a NEET—someone not in education or employment—often starts with feeling invisible or unsupported. For Iceland, youth involvement is not a gesture; it is about giving them a seat at the decision-making table.
Iceland advocates for the global adoption of social protection floors. We want to see a world where social safety nets are strong enough that no parent is ever forced to send their child to work just to survive the week. We also believe ECOSOC must start linking trade agreements directly to labor standards. If an industry exploits children, it should not have a place in the free market. Additionally, we promote the model of Youth Councils, which we have used effectively at home, to give the next generation a real voice in their economic future. Iceland is ready to share everything we have learned about building a child-centered society. Our goal is to help create a global economy that serves the people, ensuring that the progress of a nation never depends on the labor of its children.

