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The People’s Republic of China is a country located in East Asia and neighbors developed countries such as the Republic of India, the Russian Federation and the State of Japan by sea. China has the world’s second biggest population after the Republic of India. China holds developed and diverse economy centered on manufacturing, technology, the space sector nowadays, with strong funds in science, education, and research. China supports education at last with the 9-year mandatory education law and has approximately 850.000 schools’ country-wide. About health services, China believes health is a right and every citizen should have access to it. To make it real, China has declared a health reform in 2009 that is still ongoing. In space sector, a significant amount of the fund goes to universities and national institutes that plays an important role in advanced satellite systems, telecommunications, and space exploration.
China’s first space developments began in the 1950s with early rocket programs supported by its new ally the USSR. In April 1970, the Dong Fang Hong 1 satellite was launched to the space with the Long March 1 making China the fifth country that has sent a satellite to space. As the time progressed, China has launched a significant amount of space programs such as APStar 1A communication satellite, Long March 3B rocket, Shenzhou 1 spacecraft. Yet, it is a fact that current circumstances make these kinds of space programs a challenge to be successful due to the risk of more than 36,000 space debris colliding with a spacecraft. Another risk is militarizing the space. Militarizing space with technologies like Anti Satellite Weapons (ASATs) can indeed make space unsafe while undermining international trust among nations. As the delegation of China is aware of this problem, we encourage all Member States —primarily the United States and the Russian Federation — to take this problem into serious consideration. Otherwise, global telecommunication systems, GPS systems, the internet and weather-forecast systems may face severe disruptions, leading to catastrophic consequences. To decrease or even prevent these situations the UN had committed highly commendable actions such as establishing COPUOS organization —which China plays an active role—, Outer Space Treaty, Moon Agreement etc. China’s active space programs and ongoing funds for the space technology makes it clear that any development regarding outer space in the UN will lead the delegation to reconsider its ongoing space programs.
As the delegation of China, we firmly believe that space should be a peaceful and international place while arming should be prevented. To be in line with this principle, China has signed several conventions. 1972 Liability Convention and 1975 Registration Convention can be given as an example. China believes a new treaty can be signed. This treaty’s purpose is to remove space debris and ensure its safe deorbiting. With this treaty, space technology can continue without problems while signing members can have improved diplomatic ties. For funding, the treaty can be partially funded through public–private partnerships to encourage innovation and reduce financial pressures on states. The delegation of China maintains the expectation that member states can reach a conclusion where space debris and issue of militarizing are effectively addressed.




