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Position Paper
New Zealand, or Aotearoa, approaches the refugee crisis through the lens of "Manaakitanga," a Māori principle that means showing respect, generosity, and care for others. As a nation built on bicultural foundations, we believe that education is the primary vehicle for welcoming new New Zealanders into our "whānau" (family). We have recently increased our annual refugee quota and piloted the "Community Organisation Refugee Sponsorship" (CORS) category to involve local communities directly in the resettlement process. For New Zealand, ensuring access to education is not merely about placing a child at a desk; it is about creating a sense of belonging and safety after the trauma of displacement. We firmly assert that an education system that does not address mental health and cultural identity is incomplete.
While New Zealand does not face large-scale border crossings due to our geography, we specialize in high-quality resettlement. We recognize that refugee children often arrive with significant gaps in their schooling and deep psychological scars. Our national strategy focuses on "ESOL" (English for Speakers of Other Languages) funding, ensuring that language barriers do not become learning barriers. However, we observe a global failure where refugee education is treated as an emergency stop-gap rather than a long-term investment. We are particularly concerned about the "lost generation" of girls in conflict zones who are disproportionately denied access to secondary education.
New Zealand’s policy advocates for a "Holistic Education Model." We urge the UN and member states to integrate psychosocial support directly into school curricula for refugee children. A child cannot learn algebra if they are suffering from untreated PTSD. We propose that SOCHUM should prioritize funding for "pastoral care" training for teachers, equipping them to handle the complex emotional needs of refugee students. Furthermore, New Zealand champions the recognition of indigenous and home languages alongside the host country’s language, as maintaining cultural identity is crucial for a child's confidence. We stand ready to share our expertise in inclusive education to build a world where every refugee child is seen, heard, and valued.

