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The Russia-Ukraine War and the Use of Weapons in International Law

Egypt acknowledges the profound implications of the Russia-Ukraine war on global peace and security, as well as the pressing need to address the use of weapons within the framework of international law. Ensuring adherence to international legal norms is essential for mitigating the humanitarian consequences of armed conflict and preserving global stability.
As a strong proponent of multilateralism and peaceful conflict resolution, Egypt has consistently advocated for the principles enshrined in the United Nations Charter. Egypt emphasizes the importance of upholding international humanitarian law, particularly the Geneva Conventions, to ensure the protection of civilians and prevent the use of prohibited weapons. The conflict in Ukraine underscores the urgent need to reinforce these principles and hold accountable those who violate them.
Egypt recognizes that the use of certain weapons, including cluster munitions and landmines, has exacerbated the humanitarian crisis in Ukraine. Such actions not only contravene international legal instruments but also pose long-term threats to civilian populations. Egypt stresses the importance of compliance with treaties such as the Convention on Certain Conventional Weapons (CCW) and the Anti-Personnel Mine Ban Treaty, even as challenges in enforcement persist.
To address the implications of the Russia-Ukraine war on the use of weapons in international law, Egypt proposes several measures. First, strengthening international mechanisms for monitoring and reporting violations of arms-related treaties is crucial to ensuring accountability. Second, facilitating dialogue and cooperation among states can help build consensus on stricter regulations for the use of controversial weapons. Third, providing humanitarian assistance to affected regions and supporting post-conflict demining efforts are essential for mitigating the long-term impacts of the conflict. Finally, Egypt underscores the need for renewed commitments to arms control and disarmament initiatives as a means of preventing future conflicts.
Egypt remains committed to working with the international community to uphold the principles of international law and promote a peaceful resolution to the Russia-Ukraine conflict. By fostering collaboration and strengthening legal frameworks, Egypt aims to contribute to a world where the use of weapons is governed by justice, accountability, and respect for human life.
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