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Topic: Preserving Cultural Heritage

Introduction to the Committee:

UNESCO`s purpose is to contribute to the structuring of a culture and heritage of peace, a society with less poverty and more intercultural dialogue through education , science , information and culture.

Introduction to the Agenda Item:

Preserving Cultural Heritage in India, with its vast history and cultural diversity, is home to numerous ancient sites and heritage monuments that are of immense significance. The government of India has acknowledged the importance of preserving the nation’s timeless and rich cultural heritage. The government’s effort has been led from the front by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi under the slogan he gave, ‘Vikas Bhi Virasat Bhi’. The Prime Minister has accorded pivotal importance to protecting and promoting Indian knowledge systems, traditions, and cultural ethos, both nationally and internationally. 
Cultural Heritage:
One of the notable accomplishments is the redevelopment of neglected sites of civilizational significance. As of May 2023, a total number of 45 projects at a cost of Rs 1584.42 crore covering pilgrimage sites across the country have been approved under PRASAD (Pilgrimage Rejuvenation and Spiritual Augmentation Drive) scheme by the Government in its unwavering commitment to safeguarding India's ancient civilizational heritage. 
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Conclusion:

India, with its vast geographical expanse and unparalleled diversity in heritage, holds a unique position on the global cultural stage. This rich repository of heritage is not only a source of national pride but also a crucial window into the socio-cultural, socio-political, socio-economic, and technological activities of societies throughout history. While India boasts an impressive number of World Heritage Sites and monuments of national importance, there are still challenges to harnessing the full potential of this immense heritage. In this article, we will explore the constitutional and legislative provisions related to Indian heritage, the main types of heritage, how this heritage influences India's cultural identity, major UNESCO World Natural Heritage Sites, issues related to heritage management, and international conventions to which India is a signatory. Finally, we will discuss a forward-looking approach to preserving India's heritage.
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