[image: ]Position Paper


  Committee: Social Humanitarian & Cultural Committee (SOCHUM)

  Topic: Ensuring Access to Education for Refugee Children

  Country: The United States of America

The United States is the fourth largest country by land area with a population of 334 million. Lying between Mexico and Canada, the country is governed as a federal constitutional republic. It is one of the most powerful and advanced countries in the world. It possesses strong economy, advanced information technology, variety of exports and underground resources. Additionally, the USA has always been a supporter of peace and has a voice in international issues, in particular access to education for refugee children. If there are still thousands of refugees unable to receive education for different reasons, it turns into a noteworthy problem causing domestic insecurity, low standard of living and many various complications.  

Due to refugee crises, particularly the 2015 one, currently there are around 120 million refugees in the world and children make up half of them. However, only %51 of them attended primary school, %38 completed secondary school and only %6 reached level of high school. Compared to global average, refugees have approximately %67 less access to education than citizens. That’s much below average and deplorable.  For this reason, the USA government enacted laws like the Refugee Act of 1980, Immigration and Nationality Act (1952) and Displace Persons Act of 1948 in order to defend refugees’ rights including education. Driven by those laws, the USA sustains financial, psychological and linguistic support for refugees, providing more than %70 of educational opportunities for them.    
	
The USA emphasizes that every refugee, especially a child, has the right to access education unconditionally. Therefore, the USA suggests optimizing temporary school projects so that refugees can enrol in public schools more easily and get better and equal education free of charge. By providing temporary documents to replace lost identity cards and similar documents, it can be ensured that children do not remain uneducated. The United States also proposes to work towards maintaining peace in post-conflict zones so that children can gain from education staying in their own homes. The USA urges cooperation with other countries to make the world a better place and to ensure equality for everybody.
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