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The United States recognizes that gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls are key to global peace, prosperity, and sustainable development. Gender equality is focused on Sustainable Development Goal 5, which is to end discrimination, stop domestic violence, and ensure equal participation of women in every desicion around the world.

Women’s rights in the United States were not given freely; they were earned through courage, persistence, and sacrifice. Leaders such as Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady Stanton, and Sojourner Truth fought for women’s suffrage, securing the right to vote in 1920. Ida B. Wells bravely defended the rights of black women against injustice and violence, while Ruth Bader Ginsburg later strengthened legal equality through the courts. Their leadership reminds us that progress is achieved when determined individuals stand firm in defense of justice and equality.

[bookmark: _GoBack]The Middle East and North Africa (MENA) region is characterized by rich cultural heritage, diverse political systems, and ever-changing levels of economic development. However, across the region, women continue to face barriers that limit the full enjoyment of their fundamental rights. These challenges include legal discrimination, restricted access to education and employment, domestic violence, and limited political participation. Fortifying protections around women’s fundamental rights in the MENA region is therefore essential not only for achieving gender equality but also for ensuring sustainable development, social stability, and long-term peace.
Today, we carry this same demeanor toward the MENA region. Just as women in the United States organized, spoke out, and refused to accept inequality, we must continue to advocate for education, legal protections, and equal participation for women across MENA. By standing together and amplifying women’s voices, we honor the legacy of past women leaders and affirm that the progress will continue through unity, courage, and kept alive through international commitment.




 
