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Human trafficking, also known as trafficking in persons, is a crime that involves compelling or 

coercing a person to provide labor or services, or to engage in commercial sex acts. The coercion can 

be subtle or overt, physical or psychological.  Exploitation of a minor for commercial sex is human 

trafficking, regardless of whether any form of force, fraud, or coercion was used. 

There is no single profile of a trafficking victim. Victims of human trafficking can be anyone—

regardless of race, color, national origin, disability, religion, age, gender, sexual orientation, gender 

identity, socioeconomic status, education level, or citizenship status 

Human trafficking in Australia is illegal under Divisions 270 and 271 of the Criminal Code (Cth). In 

September 2005, Australia ratified the Protocol to Prevent, Suppress and Punish Trafficking in 

Persons, especially Women and Children, which supplemented the United Nations Convention 

against Transnational Organized Crime. Amendments to the Criminal Code were made in 2005 to 

implement the Protocol. 

Australia's response to human trafficking has been evolving significantly since 2005. From the 

government concentrating mainly on sex trafficking, to placing more focus on labour trafficking, 

forced marriage, organ removal and criminal exploitation. 

According to the United States Department of State, 2018 Trafficking in Persons Report (TIP), 

Australia fully met the standards for the elimination of trafficking and was placed on Tier 1. The 

government proved to have made significant efforts during the reporting year by investigating more 

cases, identifying and referring more victims to services, convicting more traffickers, and 

administering programs to provide services to community groups and assistance to workers. 

The extent of human trafficking in Australia is difficult to quantify. However, it has been estimated 

that between 300 and 1000 persons are victims of trafficking a year. The United Nations Office on 

Drugs and Crime (UNODC) lists Australia as one of 21 trafficking destination countries in the high 

destination category. 

As the delegate of Australia we call all of the delegates to propose solutions to this issue together 

also we call all the NGOs to solve this important problem. 

 


