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 Belgium, as a former colonial power, recognizes the importance of the Special Political and Decolonization Committee (SPECPOL) in addressing the issue of decolonization in the 21st century. Belgium remains committed to promoting the principles of self-determination, human rights, and the eradication of colonial legacies. This position paper outlines Belgium's stance on the matter, highlighting our efforts, policies, and proposals to ensure a just and comprehensive process of decolonization.

Belgium acknowledges the colonial past and the impact it had on the nations it colonized, particularly in the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC), Rwanda, and Burundi. We acknowledge the injustices, human rights abuses, and economic exploitation that occurred during this period. Belgium has actively engaged in a process of reflection and reconciliation, seeking to address the consequences of its colonial history.


 Restorative Justice: Belgium recognizes the need for restorative justice to address the consequences of colonization. We have initiated programs aimed at promoting dialogue, truth-telling, and reconciliation with affected nations, including the DRC, Rwanda, and Burundi. We are committed to supporting initiatives that foster understanding, healing, and reparations for past injustices.

Development Cooperation: Belgium actively engages in development cooperation with countries that were once colonized. Our focus is on supporting sustainable development, capacity building, and promoting human rights and good governance. We prioritize investments in education, health, infrastructure, and economic empowerment, aiming to redress the inequalities stemming from the colonial period.

Cultural Exchange and Heritage Preservation: Belgium supports cultural exchange programs and initiatives aimed at preserving the cultural heritage of colonized nations. We recognize the importance of safeguarding indigenous languages, traditions, and historical artifacts. Belgium encourages the restitution of cultural objects, ensuring their return to their rightful owners.


Strengthening International Cooperation: Belgium calls for increased international cooperation and dialogue to address the issue of decolonization effectively. We encourage the SPECPOL Committee to facilitate discussions, knowledge-sharing, and capacity building among nations to promote best practices and innovative approaches.

Promoting Self-Determination: Belgium firmly supports the right to self-determination of colonized peoples. We urge the SPECPOL Committee to advocate for the empowerment of these nations to make independent decisions about their political, social, and economic futures. This includes facilitating peaceful referendums, providing technical assistance, and supporting nation-building processes.


Tackling Economic Exploitation: Belgium recognizes the economic disparities resulting from colonialism. We propose the establishment of a fund dedicated to supporting economic development projects in colonized nations. This fund would be financed by contributions from former colonial powers and international partners, focusing on sectors such as agriculture, trade, and infrastructure development.

Education and Awareness: Belgium emphasizes the importance of education and awareness in addressing the historical and contemporary impacts of colonialism. We encourage the SPECPOL Committee to promote educational programs, research, and public campaigns that highlight the consequences of colonization and foster a greater understanding among nations.

Belgium recognizes its historical responsibility and is committed to engaging constructively with the issue of decolonization. We acknowledge the importance of the SPECPOL Committee in facilitating dialogue, promoting self-determination, and addressing the consequences of colonialism. By implementing restorative justice measures, fostering development cooperation, and promoting cultural exchange, Belgium aims to contribute to a just and comprehensive process of decolonization.

